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Statement on the Death of George Burns
March 9, 1996

Hillary and I were deeply saddened to learn
of the death of one of the great entertainers
of all time. Like all Americans, we are grateful
George Burns kept us laughing for so long. As
a young boy I enjoyed the Burns and Allen
show every week. His sense of timing and capti-

vating smile touched the hearts and funny bones
of more than three generations. He enabled us
to see humor in the toughest of times and laugh
together as a Nation.

We will miss him greatly. Our prayers and
sympathies go to his family and friends.

Remarks to the Community in Hackensack, New Jersey
March 11, 1996

Thank you very much. President Mertz, thank
you for making us feel so welcome at Fairleigh
Dickinson. And Mayor Zisa, thank you for mak-
ing us feel so welcome in your hometown; we’re
glad to be here, sir.

I want to thank all the New Jersey public
officials who are here. I thank Senator Lauten-
berg, especially for his work on the environ-
ment. I thank Congressman Torricelli and Con-
gressman Menendez and Congressman Payne.
I thank my former colleagues, Governor Florio
and Governor Brendan Byrne. And I want to
thank Carol Browner for the fine job she has
done here and in every State in the country,
at the EPA. And most of all I want to thank
the Vice President for being a constant inspira-
tion to me on the subject of America’s environ-
ment.

I thank the two families who are here who
were introduced by Senator Lautenberg, the
Dukers and the Flatows; and I thank them for
their incalculable sacrifice and their continued
devotion to the integrity and the freedom of
Israel and the cause of peace in the Middle
East. God bless you, and thank you both very
much.

I know that, as President Mertz said, my
friend Leah Rabin was here just a week ago
to accept an award on behalf of herself and
her late husband from this distinguished univer-
sity. Yitzhak Rabin was a good friend of mine,
and he always took issue with those who charac-
terized the creation of Israel and its continuance
as some sort of a miracle. He didn’t think there
was anything miraculous about it. He thought
it was the direct result of thousands and thou-

sands of people being able to devote a lifetime
of hard work and effort and courage and ulti-
mate sacrifice to a common cause. Tomorrow
I will go to Egypt to try to advance that cause
and beat back the terrorism that threatens it
today.

But I want to talk to you today about the
common cause we must make in our efforts
to preserve and enhance our environment for
ourselves and for our children. It will not be
a miracle that preserves America’s environment
and the global environment; it will be the result
of thousands and thousands of people, ultimately
millions of people, devoting themselves to a
common cause.

When I became President, I had a pretty
straightforward vision. I wanted our country to
come together, to create the opportunity that
would permit every American who was willing
to work for it a shot at the American dream.
I want to go into the next century with our
country still the strongest force for peace and
freedom and security and prosperity in the
world. I want this country to come together
around its basic values of responsibility and op-
portunity, of work and family, and of commu-
nity. I was then weary, and I remain even more
impatient, with those who seek to divide the
American people for short-term political gain.

In the State of the Union Address I gave
all of you and our fellow Americans a report
on where we are, where we have been, and
where I think we have to go, and on the seven
challenges I believe we have to address in order
for those objectives to be reached as we begin
a new century and a new millennium. We have
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